Demonstration and utility of clustered pseudohyphae on Gram-stained smears from Candida albicans-positive blood cultures.
The presence of clustered and branched pseudohyphae was investigated on Gram-stained smears of 78 consecutive yeast-positive blood cultures. The accuracy of the method was 96.1%, with a positive predictive value of 96.6% for Candida albicans. These findings demonstrate that the presence of clustered and branched pseudohyphae on Gram stain may be used for the rapid and presumptive identification of C. albicans from yeast-positive blood culture bottles.